7be Mound, the Castle and Churches

and holes for the pouring dowo of stones, boiling pitch,
or oil on to the heads of threatening sappers. They
were probably stored in the top room of the tower,
which is windowless.

The construction of the staircase of the tower is very
peculiar. Ascend it and you will obtain a magnificent
view of Oxford, of liHey1 and Sandford Lock, Shot-
over and the Chiltern Hills, Hincksey, Portmeadow,
Godstow, Woodstock, and Wytham Woods.

On the mound close at hand there was, after
D'Oigli's day, a ten-sided keep built in the style of
Henry III. To reach the mound you go within the
gaol, and pass by a pathetic little row of murderers'
graves, sanded heaps, distinguished by initials. Under
the mound is a very deep well, covered over by a
groined chamber of Transitional design.

Five towers were added later to the Castle, as
Agas* map (1568) shows us. After the Civil War,
Colonel Draper, Governor of Oxford, " sleighted,"
as Wood expresses it, the work about the city, but
greatly strengthened the Castle. But in the following
year (1651), when the Scots invaded England, he,
for some reason, " sleighted " the Castle works too.
The five towers, shown in Agas' map, and other
fortifications then disappeared. S. George's* tower
alone survives.

Stern and grim that one remaining fragment of the
old Castle stands up against the sky, a landmark that
recalls the good government of the Norman kings.
But the most romantic episode connected with it
occurred amidst the horrors of the time when the
weakness and misrule of Stephen,'and the endeavours
of Matilda to supplant him, had plunged the country
into that chaos of pillage and bloodshed from which
the Norman rule had hitherto preserved it. After

1 The picturesque old mill was burnt down in 1910. The
lock is now(i9z6)being tastefully rebuilt and enlarged. The
Norman work in the Church of S. Mary is of unsurpassed
richness.
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